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April 12, 2017 Special Board Meeting – Meeting Minutes 
 

1. Call to Order: 6:00 p.m.  

School Board President, Erin Markquart, called the April 12 Special Board Meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Sumner School District No. 320 to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Central Office Board Room. 

  

Present:  

Erin Markquart, Deb Norris, Paul Williams, Casey Chamberlain, Rick Hendricks 

Superintendent, Laurie Dent; Assistant Superintendent, Bill Gaines; Assistant Superintendent, Kelly Denn; 
Educational Support Services Executive Director, Steve Sjolund; Human Resources Executive Director, Marion 
Leach; Technology Operations Director, Kyal Olson; Communications Director, Elle Warmuth; 
Activities/Athletics Director, Tim Thomsen; Special Education Executive Directors, Keoni Smith and Karen 
Finigan; Special Education Director, Traci Donohue; Finance Director, Merridith Way; Innovation and Learning 
Executive Director, Michelle Lewis; Career and College Readiness Executive Director, Sharon Fochtman; 
Chief Financial Officer, Debbie Campbell; Elementary Executive Director, Beth Dykman; Communications 
Manager, Sarah Gillispie; SEA Treasurer, Andy Wagner; Maintenance and Operations Director, Dave Coutts; 
Secondary Curriculum Director, Lindsay O’Neal; Recording Secretary, Bailey Ottenad 

Visitors: 13 

 

2. Flag Salute  

 

3. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Casey Chamberlain to approve the agenda as presented; Seconded by Deb Norris. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 

4. Public Hearing 

Pursuant to RCW 28A.320.025, School Board President Erin Markquart announced the School Board of 
Directors would hold a public hearing to, (1) change the school district name proposed by the Board of 
Directors to the Sumner-Bonney Lake School District and (2) consider other names that may be suggested by 
the community.  

 



 
The School Board moved into the public hearing to take oral and written comments on the school district name 
change.  

 

Meeting Recessed to the Public Hearing – 6:02 p.m. 

 

Rick Rainwater of 4007 176th Ave E Lake Tapps, asked for the reasoning behind the proposed school district 
name change and mentioned how surrounding districts like Bethel and Puyallup are comprised of multiple 
cities but keep to their roots with the school district name. School Board Member Rick Hendricks said that 
there’s one constant in life and that is change and that it’s time for the school district to change its name. The 
City of Bonney Lake and its citizens helped support a bond passage and are partnering with the school district 
to build a swimming pool and transition the joint cooperative Parks and Recreation department. Rick said the 
citizens of Bonney Lake deserve recognition for their continued support of Sumner School District and he feels 
this could be shown through a name change.  

 

Molly Goff of 17304 111th St E Bonney Lake, said she is alumni of the Sumner School District with children 
who have gone through or are currently attending Sumner School District. Although a Bonney Lake resident, 
Molly said Sumner School District is home. Many districts around us encompass multiple cities, but have not 
changed their name. Molly said the district is growing, and maybe a name change could come later, but it 
doesn’t need to happen now.  

 

Mike Gregg of 7685 136 Ave E Sumner, does not agree with a hyphenated school district name. Many school 
districts name schools after cities, but do not change the district name. Sumner is a close knit community, but 
changing the district name seems extreme. Mike said he would be disappointed if the name change happened 
because the district has over 100 years of history as the Sumner School District.  

 

Mike Herbert of Sumner, said only three districts in the state of Washington have hyphenated names and that 
hyphenating a district name changes the format of the school district. Other large cities overlap into our 
boundaries and we are not including them in the name change.  

 

Markie Jones of 13011 210th Ave Ct E Bonney Lake, asked if the school board had looked into estimated costs 
for a name change. Markie said the community around Liberty Ridge is low income and they cannot afford to 
be taxed additional money due to a name change. School Board President Erin Markquart said the district has 
drawn up rough estimates and a name change would cost anywhere from $35,000 to nearly $100,000. School 
Board Vice President Deb Norris said it would be a gradual change of the district logo with business cards and 
letterhead; the most immediate change would come to signage and district vehicles. School Board Member 
Paul Williams said taxes should not go up due to a name change.  

 

Arisa Gregg, said she is sensing the school board has already made up their mind on the district name 
change. Arisa asked if the name change is due to economic or political pressure the board is receiving from 
someone and said there is a consistent voice of opposition tonight.  

 

School Board Member Rick Hendricks read the approved City of Bonney Lake Resolution No. 2585 where the 
City endorses Sumner School District to rename the District to the Sumner-Bonney Lake School District. Rick 
said that lots of times people only show up to board meetings when they are upset about a situation or matter, 
people in favor of the change are not here because they are excited. School Board President Erin Markquart 
reiterated what Rick said. School Board Member Casey Chamberlain said he would love to see more people 



 
involved and that he was surprised by the number of people who were here – he had hoped to have more 
people attend tonight’s public hearing.  

 

Communications Director Elle Warmuth commented on the various communication outlets used to get the 
word out; newspaper articles, public hearing notices ran for 3 consecutive weeks, emails to families and social 
media.  

 

Tiffany Elliot of Bonney Lake, asked if this was a push from the City or citizens of Bonney Lake. Tiffany said 
she understands the need to be inclusive, but when is it too much; Tehaleh has mentioned becoming its own 
city, will the district also include them in a future name change? 

 

School Board Member Rick Hendricks said he made the name change proposal a while back. Rick said this is 
about being inclusive of our entire community, Bonney Lake and Sumner. 

 

Daffodil Valley Elementary Dean of Students Corey Gould asked what the School Board’s next steps would be.  

 

School Board President Erin Markquart said conversations regarding this matter are open to the public. The 
School Board will be taking all comments under advisement and discussing whether or not they will hold 
another public hearing. According to RCW 28A.320.025, one public hearing is all the district is legally required 
to have. Once the hearing closes tonight, all written and oral comments will be recorded with the meeting 
agenda. Erin thanked everyone for speaking and closed the public hearing. 

 

Meeting Reconvened to Regular Session – 6:28 p.m. 

 

5. Reports 

 a. Fiber and Cabling Request for Proposals 

Finance Director Kyal Olson discussed the District’s need and process to request proposals for fiber 
and cabling at Crestwood, Daffodil Valley, and Liberty Ridge Elementaries. On March 8, the District 
issued proposal requests through E-Rate, and on April 7, opened bids. Seven vendors expressed 
interest in submitting bids and 6 vendors submitted proposals. The Administration will be 
recommending Ednetics for fiber and cabling at the April 19 Board meeting.  

b. Budget Presentation 

Chief Financial Officer Debbie Campbell provided an update on the 2017-18 school year budget. Deb 
discussed the legislative session, K-3 class size funding, classroom planning, increased enrollment, 
and the District’s projected budget of $118 million.  

 

Deb will return in the coming months with additional updates. The timeline is for there to be a public 
hearing at the July Board meeting with final adoption at the August Board meeting.   

c. Instructional Materials 

Secondary Curriculum Director, Dr. Lindsay O’Neal, presented the following instructional materials: 

  

 Title: Unique Learning Systems 

 Author: Various 

 Publisher: N2Y 



 
 Copyright: N/A 

Name of class in which the instructional material will be used: High School Developmental Learning 
Center (DLC) and Community Based Transition Program 

 d. New and Revised Policy and Procedure 

In accordance with School Board Policy 1310: Adoption and Amendment of Policies and By-Laws, 
Superintendent Laurie Dent presented the following new and revised policies and procedures: 

 2220 School Calendar 

 3530 and 3530P Fundraising Activities Involving Students 

 4260 and 4260P Use of School Facilities 

o School Board Member Paul Williams brought Everett School District’s policy 6112 Rental 
or Lease of District Real Property. Paul asked the District to consider adopting 6112 at 
an upcoming meeting because it goes hand-in-hand with 4260 Use of School Facilities. 
Paul and Deb discussed the District how the District tracks community rental fees and 
where to put the money. Currently, the District puts the money in the general fund. Paul 
would like to see this money put in Capital Projects or Debt Service Fund. School Board 
Member Rick Hendricks asked both Paul and Deb to create presentations for both of 
their rationales and bring to a future Study Session.  

 

The Board will review policy 6112 at the May 3 Study Session.  

 4314 and 4314P Notification of Threats of Violence or Harm 

 4350.1P Facility Rental Information 

 5006 Certificate Revocation 

 

6. Capital Projects Update 

Educational Support Services Executive Director Steve Sjolund updated the School Board on the New Tehaleh 
Elementary, Bonney Lake High School, Sumner High School, and Emerald Hills Elementary construction 
projects. Steve said traffic studies have been initiated on all four schools.  

 

Steve said he will be attending the County Council hearing next week where they will take action to rezone 
Victor Falls Elementary and Lakeridge Middle.  

 

7. School Board Future Planning 

This is a time on the agenda for the School Board to review their commitments to action and requests for 
Superintendent Laurie Dent. 

 

Superintendent Laurie Dent said she would bring policy 6112 Rental or Lease of District Real Property to the 
May 3 Study Session. Laurie said the Board needs to collectively decide on next steps for the District name 
change and late start.   

 

8. Board Discussion 

School Board Member Casey Chamberlain asked community members Kirk Hardtke and Reverend Kimberly 
Sales if they would like to address the School Board regarding the proposed District name change.  

 



 
Kirk Hardtke of 1913 Gary St Sumner, said it has taken a great amount of effort to build the Sumner School 
District name the past 125 years. Kirk said Sumner School District has been built from generations past and 
does not see the advantage of the name change or how it will improve student achievement.  

 

Reverend Kimberly Sales of 14006 136th St Ct E Orting, discussed her involvement with Sumner School 
District the past 14 years. Kimberly said Sumner School District has done a marvelous job in championing all 
students in Sumner, Bonney Lake and its surrounding communities. Kimberly said her concern is that the 
name change will have no added value and make people in a more affluent community feel acknowledged. 
Kimberly is concerned about the amount of money this will cost the District. If the District has excess money to 
spend on a name change, those funds should be repurposed for student learning, blinking lights at crosswalks 
to increase student safety, and mandatory racial sensitivity work for all employees.  

 

School Board Member Paul Williams informed the Board he sent them an email regarding WSSDA policy 
6112. He would like the Board to consider adopting this policy. Paul also said he is looking forward to the bond 
presentation by District Bond Counsel at the April Study Session. 

 

Superintendent Laurie Dent asked the Board how they would like to proceed on discussing the District’s bond 
structure. The Board would like Alan Dashen from Northwest Municipal Advisors and Jon Gores from D.A. 
Davison to speak to the Board at an upcoming Study Session.  

 

Superintendent Laurie Dent will also begin work on starting a policy committee. School Board Member Paul 
Williams was the only board member who expressed interest in joining.  

 

9. Executive Session 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act provision for Executive Sessions, RCW 42.30.110(c) and 
RCW 42.30.140(4)(a), School Board President Erin Markquart announced the Sumner School District Board of 
Directors would hold an Executive Session for the purposes of discussing a real estate matter and collective 
bargaining. The session would last 60 minutes and possible action was anticipated.  

 

Meeting Recessed to Executive Session – 8:03 p.m. 

Meeting Reconvened to Open Session – 9:00 p.m. 

 

School Board President Erin Markquart announced the Board would take an additional 50 minutes in Executive 
Session.  

 

Meeting Recessed to Executive Session – 9:00 p.m. 

Meeting Reconvened to Open Session – 9:57 p.m. 

 

10. Adjournment 

Moved by Rick Hendricks to adjourn the April 12 Special Board Meeting; Seconded by Deb Norris. Motion 
passed unanimously. 

 

 

 



 
Meeting adjourned: 9:57 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
 
  ________________________________ 
      Laurie Dent, Secretary 
      Board of Directors 

 
 
Attest:  ______________________________ 

 Erin Markquart, President 
 Board of Directors 

 


